Time (1) ++
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Over 30 years ago, in the late 1970's, I taught in Evergreen's on-campus fulltime year-long Native American Studies program. This interdisciplinary program was taught by six fulltime faculty, half of whom were Native American. The title of the program was "The Nature of Community," and we spent one full day a week for 10 or our 30 weeks exploring the meaning of TIME--historically, philosophically, culturally, socially, economically and personally (what it means in how we choose to live our lives). TIME defined by cycles and processes of the natural world versus the invention of the clock and human-defined time; TIME as a construct of social and economic systems that define our work and family lives; TIME as a strategic (or unconscious) factor in our relationships with work, others, the land and the unknown. TIME as a factor in how much we talk, listen or witness "the sounds of silence" with others.

When you have to deal with the prospect of a terminal illness (which we all will at some time in our lives--barring an accident), TIME becomes a powerful concept in our consciousness. It has for Carolyn and me over the past several months. How much time do we still have together? What are the most meaningful ways to spend that time? Or, more immediately, how much time does Carolyn's body need to cleanse itself of the toxins being injected? The punctuation in the title of the Update is pursued in the next two paragraphs. This the first of several explorations of how we're thinking about TIME in our lives together--and with our family and friends.

Over the past four weeks, Carolyn's blood counts have been too low to start the next round of treatment. She's also has had several other neuropathy side-effects. So, time for her body to recover from the higher dosage of Temodar has been added to the calculus. We've now missed a full cycle of the drugs. Is that good or bad? Her body obviously needed time to recover, but do we really need to take any more toxic drugs anyway? Should time be measured by quantity or quality? We'll explore these questions in our consultations with her doctors this week. TIME as a framework for how we're working on her treatments and quality of life will continue to be explored in future Updates.

The ++ in the Update title is our special news--news that gives Carolyn even more incentive to fight on. Cedrus and Hilary have announced that Hilary is pregnant with their second child, so there is no way that Carolyn will miss the birth of her second grandchild in March! (Hilary asks that we do not post this news on any Facebook pages at this time.)

Also, an annual tradition of time to be with family in Carolyn's spiritual cathedral (Mt Rainier National Park) comes around again this weekend as we'll spend two nights at Paradise Inn celebrating Carolyn's birthday. No phones, no internet--just face-to-face time with family and the natural world.

